
An Overview of the Coalition Technology Platform 

for Students, School Counselors, and CBO Mentors



What is the Coalition for Access, 
Affordability, and Success?

A diverse group of over 90 public and private US colleges and 

universities that has come together to develop tools to improve access 

to college, especially for low-income and first-generation students, and 

to better support all students in the admissions process. Coalition 

institutions are committed to providing access to students of all 

backgrounds.
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Colleges in yellow are Coalition 

exclusive schools.
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What the Coalition DOES Believe In

1. Innovating the College Admission Process

2. Utilizing technology

3. Encouraging reflection and self discovery from 

applicants

4. Supporting under-resourced students during the 

college preparation process

5. Promoting access to college through this free tool



LOCKER COLLABORATION

SPACE

APPLICATION 

PORTAL



What the Locker IS:

1. A free tool, fully owned and controlled by a 

student. 

2. A private place where students may choose to 

keep their work as they progress through high 

school. 

3. A tool to help engage students in the college 

preparation process at the appropriate time. 

This will help students develop aspirations, self-

awareness, and habits of reflection.



How can a Student Use the 
Locker?

1. Place to store or record their proudest moments and best 

work in high school.

2. Store their schoolwork before submission and after grading.

3. Get feedback on individual items in their Locker from their 

school counselor/trusted mentors via the Collaboration 

Space.

4. Examples of things to put in the locker:

a. A personal journal, a list of part time jobs, a video of last year’s 

robotics competition, photographs from a service project, 

essays and papers you are most proud of, audio recording from 

a music performance, “tape” of a sports game, a resume, etc. 







What the Collaboration 
Space IS:

1. A free space for students to invite school counselors and trusted 

advisors to connect with them provide feedback in their college 

preparation (distinct from a college application).

2. A free space for school counselors and mentors to engage with their 

students, gauge their progress, provide advice on required courses, 

and advise on application steps.

***Students should think carefully about whom to consult about their 

college application materials, selecting knowledgeable mentors they trust 

who know them.



Submitting High School Materials

1. Counselors and teachers will be able to submit sealed credentials 

through the Collaboration Space by submitting to the student’s 

account. Once a transcript or recommendation has been added, the 

student can upload the transcript or recommendation to every 

application submitted through the Coalition Platform.

2. If a high school prefers another means of credential submission, 

counselors will be able to offer detailed instructions via the 

Collaboration Space so students can request credentials through 

means preferred by their high school, to complete their applications.



Transcripts and Recommendations in the Coalition Platform work like 

‘sealed envelopes’ that are included within the ‘big envelope’ of a 

Coalition Application. A student can see the ‘sealed envelope’ in their 

locker and attach it to an application but they are unable to view the 

contents of that envelope. Any such item submitted by a counselor or 

teacher will remain completely confidential and inaccessible to the 

student.

Privacy on Submissions



1. Offers a single platform to plan, build, organize, and engage students as they 

begin the college search, planning, and application process.

2. Simplifies the application process to Coalition member schools not currently 

served by other shared online application services.

3. Locker offers an online space for students to collect academic documents, record 

extracurricular activities, and log observations, reflections, and ideas.

4. User-friendly design allows for sharing and collaboration.

5. Students can choose appropriate items from their private Lockers to use in their 

applications to Coalition schools.

6. Platform is fully responsive and adaptive, allowing students to engage through 

any computer, tablet, or mobile device.

7. Confidence that if admitted to a Coalition school, a student will be offered low-cost, in-

state tuition at public institutions and financial aid to meet full need at private 

institutions, and have a strong likelihood of college success at all Coalition schools.

Why Students Might Choose to 

Use MyCoalition.org:



What the Coalition Application 
IS:

1. A contemporary, mobile-friendly application developed to be intuitive 

to a 21st-century audience.

2. A reliable alternative application that will stabilize the admissions 

process.

3. A college application that can be submitted to Coalition member 

institutions. Additional information about application requirements for 

individual  Coalition member institutions will be found on their 

websites and can be accessed in the Member School Section on the 

Coalition website. This application is not meant to replace any other 

existing applications. Rather, it is an option. 



LOCKER 

APPLICATION PORTAL

For each Coalition application, the 

student selects relevant data from their 

locker to upload and submit.













How Contents in a Locker might be 
used for College and University 

Applications:
Examples are as follows:

• A student applying to Yale might have the chance to replace the second essay with an item from their 

locker. The “item” is NOT a highly polished HD video shot and edited by a professional—that will NOT 

help a student. Rather, this could be a taped interview by an aspiring journalist, or an abstract of an 

extended essay, or a rough draft of their first college application essay with comments and reflections 

about the editing process, or a video of a slam poetry contest, or schematics from their FIRST robotics 

team effort.

• A student applying to Pomona might have to upload a graded assignment that introduces or highlights 

an aspect of their candidacy instead of an extra essay.

• A student applying to the State University of New York–Buffalo might have an enrolling student 

populate their enrollment portfolio with items from the Locker, allowing for greater advising from faculty 

and deans when they arrive on campus.



How Can I Get started?

1. Go to MyCoalition.org and register for a new account.

2. Creating a profile only takes a couple of minutes.

3. Here’s how:









For more information, please visit:

coalitionforcollegeaccess.org


